
FRANKLIN COUNTY — 
Kentucky State University 
opened its doors in 1887 as 
the State Normal School for 
Colored Persons. Because 
Kentucky’s public education 
was segregated, the state faced 
a shortage of qualified African 
American elementary school 
teachers. State Normal School 
trained those teachers.

At the turn of the 20th century, 
State Normal School began to 
offer industrial arts classes in 
line with Booker T. Washington’s 
Tuskegee Institute model. 
Students learned agricultural 
and industrial skills such as 

mechanics, sewing and crop diversity. The curriculum changed again in 1938 as the school 
returned to a liberal arts model of education. Reflecting this change, it was renamed 
Kentucky State College for Negroes.  Kentucky State University became the official name in 
1972 when the university introduced its first graduate degree — a Master’s Degree in public 
affairs.  

A Sampling of programs and services provided 
by KHS.
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The Kentucky Historical Society (KHS) links Kentuckians with their past via archival 
collections that document people from every walk of life, reaching back to 1509. 
Letters, diaries, oral histories and photographs, as well as the first and second Kentucky 
Constitutions, are included. Find these and other KHS collections online at khscatalog.kyvl.
org

The Kentucky Historical Society is an agency of the 
Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet.
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